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Senate 
The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ALEX 
PADILLA, a Senator from the State of 
California. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, help us to so live that 

the generations to come will know of 
Your mighty acts. 

Today, give our lawmakers the sin-
gularity of heart to seek, find, and fol-
low Your will so that their legacy will 
be exemplary. 

Lord, guide them in the path You 
have created, inspiring them with the 
potency of your powerful presence. 

May they trust You in times of ad-
versity and prosperity, knowing that 
they will reap a productive harvest if 
they persevere. Keep them from under-
estimating the power of Your great 
Name. 

We pray in the Name of our re-
deemer. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 14, 2022. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable ALEX PADILLA, a Sen-
ator from the State of California, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. PADILLA thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

HONORING OUR PROMISE TO AD-
DRESS COMPREHENSIVE TOXICS 
ACT OF 2021—Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Also, under the previous order, 
the Senate will resume consideration 
of H.R. 3967, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3967) to improve health care 

and benefits for veterans exposed to toxic 
substances, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Tester-Moran amendment No. 5051, in the 

nature of a substitute. 
Schumer amendment No. 5065 (to amend-

ment No. 5051), to add an effective date. 
Schumer amendment No. 5076 (to the text 

proposed to be stricken by amendment No. 
5051), to add an effective date. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, as we 
speak, the U.S. Senate is working on 

something not seen since the time we 
passed the Brady bill I authored nearly 
three decades ago: a bipartisan effort 
to draft meaningful gun safety legisla-
tion. 

For decades, the rhythms of the gun 
debate in Congress have followed a 
dispiriting pattern: a mass shooting 
takes place somewhere in America, in-
nocent people are slaughtered, families 
grieve and demand action, but gridlock 
takes over, and nothing—nothing—gets 
done. This was the cycle of inaction 
after Sandy Hook, Las Vegas, Orlando, 
Charleston, Parkland, El Paso, At-
lanta, Pittsburgh, and so many others. 
But after Uvalde and Buffalo, perhaps— 
perhaps—this time could be different. 

To many Senators on both sides, this 
debate certainly feels different. With 
Sunday’s announcement of a bipartisan 
framework for gun legislation, we are 
further down the road to gun safety re-
form than we have been in a long time. 

I spoke with Senators CORNYN and 
MURPHY this morning, and they up-
dated me on their progress. They are 
working with the urgency the situation 
demands, and they are hopeful the leg-
islative text can be finalized in the 
coming days. 

I have assured my colleagues that 
once we get legislative text to a gun 
safety bill, I will move to hold a vote 
on the Senate floor as soon as possible. 

I hope that in the very near future, 
Democrats and Republicans can take 
the real momentum of the past few 
weeks and translate it into something 
that has escaped this Chamber for dec-
ades: voting on and passing long- 
sought gun safety reform. 

It is a rare opportunity for the Sen-
ate. So in order to reach our goal, we 
have to keep working with the same 
urgency and good faith that has carried 
us this far. 

For sure, the bipartisan framework is 
far from perfect, but if passed, it will 
unquestionably save lives and would be 
the most significant action on guns 
that the Senate has taken in nearly 
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